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August 13, 2010 
 
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590  
 
Department of Transportation: 
 
This letter is submitted in support for the proposed Intermodal Facility expansion for the City of Ames, 
Iowa. 
 
LANE4 is the master developer selected to revitalize the Campustown District in Ames, Iowa, which is 
located adjacent to the Intermodal Facility. Our role involves the design and development of a mixed-
use project immediately south of Iowa State University to address the community’s underserved 
business, University and residential needs. Revitalization plans include approximately 50,000 square 
feet of new office space, a 120 room Marriott hotel, 58,000 square feet for retail, and a residential 
component. The project will feature a pedestrian-oriented, environmentally friendly design with the 
latest in sustainable technology and architecture. 
 
The revitalized district will serve the population within the immediate vicinity as well as draw a 
substantial number of visitors from throughout the central Iowa region. Consequently, the economic 
success of the development will depend on convenient and ample parking to Campustown. Although 
parking capacity to the area will be increased through the initial phase of intermodal improvements (part 
of the TIGER I program), it is anticipated that an additional 300 parking spaces will be necessary to 
economically support Campustown businesses within the development. 
 
In addition to providing vital parking and convenient access to the area, the expanded intermodal project 
will also support alternative transportation options. The proposal calls for a continuation of the City’s 
bike path and walking trails through the Arboretum to West Ames, which will greatly enhance 
connectivity from various areas of the city to Campustown and the University of Iowa. Since the 
revitalization area will be designed to promote walkability throughout the area, this will help support 
healthy and sustainable transportation to and from the project. 
 
Due to the project’s reliance on ample, convenient, and alternative parking services, LANE4 believes 
the intermodal facility expansion is vital to the overall economic success of area revitalization efforts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Hunter Harris 
LANE4 Director of Development 



August 2, 2010 
 
 
U.S Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington DC, 20590 
 
 
Dear Tiger II Grant Committee, 
 
On behalf of the Ames Convention & Visitors Bureau, I am writing to you in support of the proposed expansion of the 
Ames Intermodal Facility. This joint project between the City of Ames, Iowa State University and CyRide is an 
excellent example of why Ames and Iowa State University continue to be one of the finest university-based meeting 
sites in the United States and why Ames was named Iowa’s 2008 Tourism Community of the Year.  
 
The Bureau is excited about the opportunities the proposed expansion of this new facility will bring to our community. 
Transportation to Ames and within the community is an important factor when visitors are choosing a destination for 
an event or for individual travel. The intermodal facility will provide valuable services for residents, Iowa State 
students and visitors that will provide better mobility through the community, increase the quality of life for area 
residents and help us continue to be better stewards of our natural resources and the environment. The facility 
expansion will also generate additional development in Campustown, creating a more dynamic area for residents and 
visitors. 
 
Ames continues to be a preferred destination for more than a half million visitors each year, due to ongoing efforts to 
provide key services that make it rewarding to visit our community. The travel industry is important to the continued 
vitality of Ames. During 2009,  visitors generated more than $69 million dollars in economic impact for our community. 
 
As we plan for the continued growth of the travel industry, we always keep in mind how available services affect the 
quality of life for local residents and their impact on local businesses and the university. We support the expansion of 
this new facility and look forward to promoting the additional services to visitors in the future. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Julie J. Weeks 
Director 
Ames Convention & Visitors Bureau 
 



August 7, 2010

Sheri Kyras, Transit Director

CyRide

1700 University Blvd.

Ames, IA 5001 0

RE: Ames Intermodal Facility

Dear Sheri,

On behalf of the Ames Chamber of Commerce and the Ames Economic Development Commission I write to

you in support of the TIGER II funding application for the joint project between the City of Ames, Iowa

State University, and our local mass transportation provider, CyRide.

We are highly grateful for the funding that has been appropriated and hope that this second phase of

funding will also come to fruition for the project that is so vitally important to Iowa State, Campustown, and

the greater Ames community. With a Kansas City developer looking at a major redevelopment of the

Campustown area coupled with the first phase of the Intermodal facility this second round of funding is

imperative to helping Campustown meet its full potential.

On behalf of the nearly 750 members of the Ames Chamber of Commerce, the 100 plus investors in the

Ames Economic Development Commission and the leadership of these groups; we wholeheartedly support

the application for funding for the great, and very much needed, project.

Sincerely,

Daniel A. Culhane, CEcD

President & CEO

Ames Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development

AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AMES ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
www.ameschamber.com I 1601 Golden Aspen Drive, Suite 110 Ames,IA 50010 p: 515.232.2310 f: 515.232.6716 I www.amesedc.com



 

 
 
 
 
 
August 5, 2010 
 
 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington DC, 20590 
 
RE:  Ames Intermodal Facility Expansion - TIGER II Grant 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
This letter is to confirm the Ames Intermodal Facility Expansion project within the 
current FFY2011 Ames Area Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) and the current 
2030 Long Range Plan illustrating local commitment to CyRide’s TIGER II grant 
application to the U.S. Department of Transportation.  Specifically, the Ames Intermodal 
Facility is contained within the 2011 year of the FFY2011 TIP as well as the FFY2010 
TIP.  The Ames Area MPO staff has been directly involved with the steering committee 
developing this expansion project and believes this transportation improvement to be 
important to Ames, the central Iowa region and nation. 
 
The local transit operator, CyRide, is not currently part of the Intermodal Facility 
transportation due to a lack of available parking revenue to sustain a shuttle route from 
this facility.  It is estimated that the parking revenue will fund the facility maintenance 
repairs, but will not be enough for the inclusion of a transit route.  Funding of this 
expansion project through TIGER II will allow for this service to be operated.  While all 
the intercity transit, regional transit, airport shuttle operator, taxi, vanpool/carpool 
transportation modes have been integrated into the facility project, the connectivity is lost 
as CyRide doesn’t operate through the facility as originally conceptualized.  In other 
words, the livability of the project has been lost and ease of accessing transportation 
from users will be lacking without CyRide integrated into the facility operational 
structure.  In the MPO’s view, additional facility parking needs to be built providing the 
revenues needed to meet the livability of the project allowing the entire community to 
access the facility via transit.  This is a community where over 9% of the population rides 
transit to work in a state that averages only 1% transit ridership.  This is a community 
where access to alternative transportation is not just a need but a desire.  This is a 
community where the residents are the nation in traveling to attend Iowa State University 
from across the United States as well as countries throughout the world. 
 
Expansion of the facility would also increase the livability of the project by completing 
the bike path through ISU’s arboretum, as originally conceptualized, to make a 
connection from a high capacity residential area into ISU campus. 



 

 
 
 
 
The MPO acknowledges that CyRide has had several opportunities to obtain input from 
the public interests groups for this facility expansion meeting the MPO’s goal for public 
participation for this project including neighborhood groups and historical perspectives to 
the design of the facility.  This information and meetings have been communicated 
through newspaper articles and via CyRide’s website.   
 
The MPO staff believes that this facility expansion realizes the full “livability” concept of 
the Ames Intermodal Facility in connecting eight transportation modes throughout Ames 
while sharing parking for multiple needs.  The Ames Area MPO strongly supports the 
TIGER II grant application for the Ames Intermodal Facility Expansion in the 
campustown area.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
John Joiner 
Public Works Director & Ames Area MPO Director 
 
JJ:sa 



Graduate and Professional Student Senate

17 August 2010
To whom it may concern:

The Campustown community is important to the students of Iowa State University and 
residents of Ames. Additional parking and bus service are needed to accommodate 
revitalization of Campustown, and the proposed Intermodal Facility will meet those needs. 

On 31 August 2009, the Graduate and Professional Student Senate passed a resolution 
supporting the Intermodal Facility. The Senate continues to support the facility.

Sincerely,

Attached: Senate Resolution F09-01 Supporting an Intermodal Facility
CC: CyRide Board of Directors (contact Sheri Kyras)
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